PREFACE

for the service of his Father, the more impossible it becomes for
us to believe that he was talking equally good sense when he so
suddenly announced that he was himself a visible concrete God;
that his flesh and blood were miraculous food for us; that he must
be tortured and slain in the traditional manner and would rise
from the dead after three days; and that at his Second Coming the
stars would fall from heaven and he become king of an earthly
paradise. But it is easy and reasonable to believe that an over-
wrought preacher at last went mad as Swift and Ruskin and
Nietzsche went mad. Every asylum has in it a patient suffering
from the delusion that he is a god, yet otherwise sane enough.
These patients do not nowadays declare that they will be barbar-
ously slain and will rise from the dead, because they have lost
that tradition of the destiny of godhead; but they claim every-
thing appertaining to divinity that is within their knowledge.

Thus the gospels as memoirs and suggestive statements of
sociological and biological doctrine, highly relevant to modern
civilization, though ending in the history of a psychopathic de-
lusion, are quite credible, intelligible, and interesting to modern
thinkers. In any other light they are neither credible, intelligible,
nor interesting except to people upon whom the delusion imposes.

"THE HIGHER CRITICISM"

Historical research and paleographic criticism will no doubt
continue their demonstrations that the New Testament, like the
Old, seldom tells a single story or expounds a single doctrine, and
gives us often an accretion and conglomeration of widely discrete
and even unrelated traditions and doctrines. But these disintegra-
tions, though technically interesting to scholars, and gratifying
or exasperating, as the case may be, to people who are merely
defending or attacking the paper fortifications of the infallibility
of the Bible, have hardly anything to do with the purpose of these
pages. I have mentioned the fact that most of the authorities are
now agreed (for the moment) that the date of the birth of Jesus
may be placed at about 7 B.C.; but they do not therefore date
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